Committee Approves Bill to Ban Mexican Trucks

WASHINGTON - The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee has passed a bill aimed at preventing the Bush administration from extending beyond September a U.S. cross-border pilot program for Mexican trucks.

The measure, introduced earlier in the week by the committee's leaders on both sides of the aisle, orders the Department of Transportation to "terminate the one-year cross-border demonstration project" no later than Sept. 6, the one-year anniversary of the program's start.

In addition to shutting down the pilot program after Sept. 6, the bill would prohibit DOT from granting Mexican trucking companies the authority to operate in the U.S., unless the agency first obtains Congressional authorization to do so.

The bill would also require DOT to provide Congress with reports on the project from both the inspector general and an independent review panel.

"We believe its time to end this program and for Congress to receive a full report," said Rep. Peter DeFazio (D-Ore.), chairman of the highways subcommittee.

The Department launched the cross-border pilot program last September, saying it would last one year and allow a handful of Mexican trucks to drive beyond the border commercial zone. However, DOT officials recently said that they are considering extending the program, because participation rates have not met the agency's expectations.

Last year, Congress tried to prohibit DOT from spending money to operate the program, but the agency has said the law did not prevent the program from continuing. The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit is currently reviewing the law.
